		Once upon a sign:
Curriculum Guideline:
 The Magic Mirror

	Plot summaries:

Classic story: In “The Magic Pen,” a teacher asks a girl to write a short story, and she struggles to think of a story. All of a sudden, a little goblin, which goes by the name "Sparkle” appears by her side and gives her a magical pencil. With the magical pencil, the girl writes many great short stories, and impresses her classmates. Sparkle appears again one day and takes the magical pencil back because she is now able to write her own thoughts without relying on a magic pen. 

Once Upon a Sign story: Young Alice Cogswell wants to enter the talent show but she’s unsure of herself. After an audition that doesn’t go her way, she gets some magic help. Sparkles, the spirit from the magic mirror tells Alice the mirror will perform for her. With the mirror everyone loves her ASL poem and she is picked for the talent show. Alice is confident, maybe overconfident, until the mirror breaks. Alice performs without the magic mirror’s help and learns to believe in herself and do her best.



		Class time
· 25-minute video
· Basic Comprehension: 
10-30 minutes
· Advanced Learners: Approximately 2 class periods (100 minutes) for video viewing, basic comprehension activities, preparation and performance.
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 [image: ]    Basic Comprehension Procedure

1)  Introduce Story, discuss original story learned as a child, prepare students for “new” (different) version. 
2) Show the video. If there is time, show the video (or parts of the video) twice, while video is replaying have students copy the signing to increase fluency.
3) Use Comprehension Questions to check for understanding
a. Use as a quiz after the video, collect and grade
OR
b. Discuss questions as a class--use think, pair, share strategy for full engagement (give students 2-3 minutes to consider which answer they think is correct, 2 minutes to discuss with a partner, choose a student to answer). 
4) Compare the “new” version with the original version. Note similarities and differences, especially the ending and moral of the story. 
































Answer Key

1. B			6. C	
2. C			7. B
3. A			8. A
4. C			9. B
5. B			10. A

















[image: ]Advanced Learners Procedure


1) Complete Basic Comprehension Procedures
2) Using the guidelines described below, allow students 20 – 30 minutes to prepare their presentation for the class.













        Advanced Signers Activity
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Alice uses ASL Poetry to express herself. Create and perform
an ASL Poem for your classmates. Be sure to follow the
grammar rules and structure for ASL.



















Once Upon A Sign
The Magic Mirror

Basic Comprehension Questions:

1.  What is Alice’s talent?
A. Hula Hooping
	B. ASL Poetry and Signing
	C. Singing


2. Why did Alice run from the audition?
	A. She forgot her signs
	B. She didn’t pass the audition
	C. She fell and everyone laughed at her


3. How does Alice activate the mirror?
	A. By throwing paper at it
	B. By talking to it
	C. By posting inspirational messages on it


4. What is the name of “Spirit of the Magic Mirror”?
	A. Sprinkle
	B. Lucky
	C. Sparkles


5. Sparkles encourages Alice to do what?
	A. “Believe in myself”
	B. “See myself, shining like a star”
	C. “If you can dream it, you can do it”


6. How is the phrase, “I am you, you are me” signed?
	A. 
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	B. 
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	C.
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7. Alice is the “Queen of the World” because…?
	A. the crowd applauded	
	B. because she believes in herself
	C. she has the magic of the mirror


8. Alice doesn’t think she needs to practice, “She’s perfect.” Why does she think this?	
	A. She has the magic mirror
	B. She has the confidence to succeed
[bookmark: _GoBack]	C. She already performs her poetry perfectly 






9. What is as important as being confident?	
	A. Being kind
	B. Being humble
	C. Being prepared 


   10. According to the old lady, where is the sparkle?	
	A. Inside her
	B. In her crown
	C. In the mirror 
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